
 

 

     
   

 

 

ATTENTION: ALL EDITORS / REPORTERS      

MEDIA RELEASE                                                                                16 JULY 2026 – THURSDAY________       

DIGNITY RESTORED FOR AN ELDERLY HEADED DESTITUTE FAMILY AT CHANCELE VILLAGE IN 
WARD 23 

As part of the Nelson Mandela Month commemorations, which encourage individuals and institutions to take 
action in making a positive difference in the lives of others, the Umzimvubu Local Municipality Mayor, Cllr 
Zukiswa Ndevu, will tomorrow hand over a newly constructed RDP house to Mrs Magcwanini Mbengwana (79), 
an elderly resident of Chancele Village in Ward 23.  

The Municipality intervened after identifying the family's living conditions as overcrowded and unsuitable as 
they were living in a small two-roomed flat that she had built over time using her social grant. The limited 
accommodation meant that she shared the home with her grandsons, a situation that compromised her privacy 
and dignity as an elderly woman.  

This intervention forms part of government's ongoing commitment to delivering sustainable housing 
opportunities under the Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP), which seeks to restore dignity 
and improve the quality of life for qualifying beneficiaries. An amount of R231 611.78, was allocated for the 
construction of the house, which was completed within four months of project approval. 

"Nelson Mandela Month reminds us that our greatest responsibility is to serve our communities with 
compassion and commitment. Tomorrow, we are not only handing over a house, but we are restoring hope, 
dignity, and a sense of security to Mbengwana family. We remain committed to ensuring that destitute 
households across our municipality receive the support they deserve. To community members who are still 
awaiting their houses, we ask for their patience," said the Mayor, Cllr Zukiswa Ndevu.  

The Municipality reaffirms its commitment to building resilient communities and ensuring that no family is left 
behind in the pursuit of adequate housing, improved living conditions, and the restoration of human dignity.  

The handover will be held under the following details:  

Date  : Friday, 17 July 2026 

Venue  : Chancele Village, Ward 23 

Time  : 10:00 

For media enquiries kindly contact: Mrs Nokhanyo Zembe, Senior Manager: Special Programmes 
and Communications: Zembe.Nokhanyo@Umzimvubu.gov.za / 072 091 3957.  

For media interview arrangements: Ms Khoboso Lebenya, Manager Communication & Public 
Relations: Lebenya.Khoboso@umzimvubu.gov.za 063 509 7426  

 


